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pageants for the Coronation, as outspoken as they well could
make them.

But Elizabeth was for making haste slowly. She gave the
world a sign on Christmas Day when she ordered the bishop
who was to celebrate Mass in her chapel not to elevate the host.
When he refused, she walked out from the service immediately
the Gospel was finished. Two days later she issued a proclama-
tion which permitted certain parts of the servicetobein English,
but forbade all preaching and teaching. The prohibition seemed
to be aimed at restraining Protestant hotheads, but it equally
achieved the purpose of silencing Catholic preachers and crip-
pling their power for making mischief. She was moving slowly
towards the day -25 January - when she was to go to the
opening of another Reformation Parliament, dramatically bid-
ding the abbot and monks of Westminster, as they met her in
broad daylight with tapers burning, c Away with those torches!
we can see well enough/

Before that day arrived Elizabeth had brought her wooing of
the people to its climax in the Coronation procession through
London; and the character, as well as the dazzling success, of
that occasion must have encouraged her in the plan of over-
throwing the Catholic Church at once.

The actual ceremony of the Coronation took place on Sun-
day, 15 January 1559. The previous Thursday Elizabeth moved
from Whitehall to the Tower, making the journey by water; a
spectacle which an Italian observer likened to Ascension Day
at Venice, when the Signory go out to wed the sea. On Saturday
came the great Coronation procession, the City's day of days,
In the morning the whole Court gathered at the Tower, and
although it snowed a little, their sparkling jewels and gold
collars seemed to clear the air. In the afternoon the procession,
which numbered a thousand people on horseback, set out on
its slow progress through the streets to Westminster. Dressed
in a royal robe of rich cloth of gold and wearing the crown of a
princess, as yet without the emblems of sovereignty, the Queen
was carried in an open litter, trimmed to the ground with gold
brocade, and borne by two fine mules, covered with the